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THE 50 WOMEN OF FOOD 
 

 

GIANNOLA NONINO 

HER INTUITION THAT MADE GRAPPA GREAT  

 

The Princess of the clod. Gianni Brera called her this way because of her strong bond with 

the rural world. In the records of the London School of Economics Giannola Nonino, born 

Bulfoni in 1938, is the woman who transformed grappa from «Cinderella into a market 

queen». Her father Luigi was an 1899 boy, born in Rosario de Santa Fe, in Argentina. She 

owes him her love for the land. When she was 18 she met Benito Nonino, who she married 

little later. She was the one who gave the family company, born in 1897 with an itinerant 

still, an intuition: distilling very fresh raw material from only one vine variety. The first was 

Picolit, in December 1973. «When the first drops of grappa came out of the bell, I knew we 

had made it». The market was revolutionized, an immense work started for the protection of 

autochthonous grapes today carried on by her daughters Cristina, Antonella and Elisabetta. 

At the same time the promotion of culture, with the Nonino literary Prize which has 

anticipated five Nobel Prize winners: Rigoberta Menchù, Vidiadhar Surajprasad Naipaul, 

Thomas Tramströmer, Mo Yan and Peter Higgs. 

 

Gabriele Principato 

 

ANGELICA HICKS 

for Corriere della Sera 

 

One of Britain's most famous illustrators. Graduated in art history, she lives and works in New York. Her 

portraits are pop, ironic, and joyful. She is mainly engaged in fashion. 


