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production.

The Italian Nonino family is known
for its beautifully handcrafted
grappa and its gifted and skilled
distilling women. Three sisters,
Elisabetta, Antonella, and Cristina,
each take on master distillers’
roles as they carry on their
grandmother’s legacy, Silvia
Monino. The elder Nonino's path
was born out of necessity, having
lost her husband during the
second world war. But her skill
and palate helped her rise to the
top and became the first female
master distiller in Italy. Today, the
three sisters are equally passionate
and dedicated to the family
business. They grew up watching
their father distill, “surrounded by
steam, it truly looked to us as if he
was a magician or an alchemist,”
and eagerly picked up the know-
how and traditions that went into
making their family legacy of
distilling. “Some things you cannot
pick up in school.”

The new ranks of female master
distillers will tell you that being a
female master distiller takes much
of the same skill, palate, courage,
and creativity of their male
counterparts. Maybe a bit more,
some may argue. While it may be
true that scientifically women have
better palates (that's why there
are so many female tasters in our
industry), the proof is in the pot,
and these women are pouring at
the top of their game.



