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The Nonino family announced with a good deal of pride the ceremony of the 45th ("+ two" quotes 

the heading, considering those not awarded due to the pandemic) family prize that will be held in 

Ronchi di Percoto on Saturday 7th May in the distillery having the same name. The Prize was born 

in 1975 with the aim of enhancing the rural civilization, has gathered over the years eminent world 

personalities of culture so much to be able to boast of being almost a sort of anticipator of the Nobel 

Prize. Six prizewinners of the Percoto family's prize have subsequently received the recognition 

from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences: Rigoberta Menchù, V.S. Naipaul, Tomas 

Transtromer, Mo Yan, Peter Higgs and Giorgio Parisi. To announce this year's prize there was a 

significant message from Edgar Morin, who wanted Giannola Nonino and her daughters at his side 

at the Elysée on the occasion of his recent 100th birthday celebration. "We live in a surreal moment, 

in which the only certainty is uncertainty - the message says - never as in recent months have we 

understood how much the founding values of the Nonino Prize are visionary. Born to save ancient 

autochthonous vines of Friuli, the Prize underlines the permanent topicality of the Rural 

Civilization” intended as respect for the earth, for its ecosystem, for the values to be bequeathed to 

future generations knowing that the Earth is everybody’s home and represents our roots and our 

identity ".  

"We are happy and proud to present the Prize again - says Antonella Nonino, who with her sisters 

Cristina and Elisabetta as well as her mother Giannola and her father Benito, is the driving force of 

the family business - time has flown by and we can't wait to resume this beautiful moment that 

every year has always brought us in contact with extraordinary people who allowed us to make 

important reflections. We have never completely stopped. In 2020 we went to S. Francisco to 

receive the prize as the best distillery in the world. Last year, with a video-message, we met again, 

even if from far away, the Nonino Prizewinners and the jury".  

 

Has the present situation modified or made the prize even more topical?  

"We realized that, unfortunately, as underlined by Morin in his message, the values that our prize 

carries forward are very current. In the jury we also have James Lovelock who theorized "Gaia" or 

the concept of the earth as a living organism. Like Morin, he too is a lively centenarian we are very 

proud to have with us. Then let's not forget that we have always tried to give attention to the 

products that the Earth provides and that are processed by men: Altamura bread, the Rose of Gorizia 

and, last but not least, the prize given to Carlo Petrini, the founder of Slow Food. We are a 

community and the actions of each of us reflect on the community. In this sense I was struck by the 

creation of a non-profit organization by famous bartenders to spread awareness in their category".  

 

The jury gathers incredible personalities: from Peter Brook to Claudio Magris, passing by 

Lovelock and Morin and arriving to Giorgio Agamben. How do you form it and how does it 

do its job?  

"The jury is a big family. They usually come for the Prize and then stay with us. In this sense we 

really miss Naipaul, Ermanno Olmi and Ulderico Bernardi, who unfortunately are no longer with 

us. During the year we go to meet the members of the jury personally. My mother Giannola, since 

we were little girls, has always organized meetings with these personalities who then propose a 
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shortlist of candidates, which in the end is reduced to the winners, close to the ceremony". 

 

This year's edition coincides with the 125th anniversary of the beginning of the distillation 

activity. What will be the further developments of the Nonino Family?  

"There has always been a sort of passing of the baton. First from our mother and father to us, three 

sisters. Now a new generation is appearing, even if it seems strange to say so, as we are all still here 

very busy. The new generation is represented by Francesca who has been very successful as a 

"grappa influencer". She runs the whole social side and brings the tradition of grappa into the 

future".  

 

Mauro Rossato 

 

«TIME HAS FLOWN BY AND WE CAN'T WAIT TO RESUME THIS ABSOLUTELY 

EXTRAORDINARY MOMENT» 

 

«THE 2022 EDITION WILL COINCIDE WITH OUR COMPANY'S 1125TH ANNIVERSARY»  

 

«There is the passing of the baton with a generation of young children» 




