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The celebration
Awards delivered to David Almond, Nancy Fraser, Mauro Ceruti and the Cultural Foster
Care project

The winners (and masters) of the Nonino: cultivate hope in dark times
by Marisa Fumagalli

RONCHI DI PERCOTO (UDINE)

The setting, the atmosphere, the music are the same as always. So is the celebration dedicated to a
Prize that keeps its deep roots in the Friulian land where, since 1975, a large family of distillers
(within which the matriarchy dominates) has skillfully mixed grappa with international culture.
And it makes quite an impression, even before the ceremony honoring the winners of the Nonino
Prize "forty-fifth year + two" (due to the pandemic, the 2020 and 2021 editions missed),
watching on the big screen behind the stage the medley of personalities who, over time, have
passed through the hall of the Distillery: writers, philosophers, filmmakers, scientists from Italy
and the world.

Important names (as many as six of them later awarded the Nobel Prize) who, magically, in
Percoto (a town in the province of Udine) allow themselves to be contaminated by the Noninos'
simple and playful trait, capable of putting everyone at ease. A regular guest this time is absent
with justification, due to institutional commitments: Giorgio Parisi, Nonino Prize 2005 and
Nobel Laureate for Physics 2021, however, he shows up on line - shaggy hair, ironic smile - with a
brief speech, pointing out that he is wearing the same jacket as in 2005. He takes his leave with a
toast to Picolit grappa.

It must be said that, even in the festive mood, yesterday's event could not ignore the echoes of
the current war and the uncertainties to come. At the opening, Giannola Nonino, mother and
grandmother of the great family, happy for the resumption of the Prize, loudly wished for the
coming of peace. But let's come to the winners, towards whom some members of the jury
(chaired by Antonio Damasio and composed of Adonis, Suad Amiry, John Banville, Peter Brook,
Luca Cendali, Emmanuel Le Ray Ladurie, James Lovelock, Claudio Magris, Norman Manea, and
Edgar Morin) have said words of praise. The "Risit d'Aur" (golden vine-shoot), the "territorial"
soul of the Prize, this year sees on the podium Affido Culturale (Cultural Foster Care Project), a
solidarity project born in Naples and being extended to other cities.

The International Nonino Prize 2022 goes to David Almond. His classic novel for young
people, Skellig (in Italy published by Salani), has been translated into forty languages. In the
speech he weaves praise for writing and says that the act of writing is itself "childlike." He urges,
"We must continue to write and sing, and whisper words.... We must sustain hope and optimism
in an often terrible world. We must be inspired by our children." Almond's latest novel is War is
Over (Salani), a tale set during World War I.

The other section of the Nonino is for the "Masters of Our Time". Here on stage there are the
two awardees: American thinker Nancy Fraser, who stands out for her nonconformity in a
conformist world. And philosopher Mauro Ceruti.
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Getting right into the topic close to her heart, Fraser: "While travelling to Udine to receive the
Nonino Prize I received some shocking news. A leaked document reveals that a majority of the
Justices of the US Supreme Court are preparing to abolish the right to abortion. They so would
overturn the historic 1973 ruling that established a woman's liberty to choose to have an abortion
unhampered by excessive government restriction". Hence his trenchant words about the value of
"individual freedom and social justice".

Mauro Ceruti, on the other hand, fears the global self-destruction of humanity. "This
possibility binds in a common destiny all the peoples of the Earth, and all humanity to the Earth
itself. No one saves himself alone. This is what the three major planetary crises reveal today.
Climate, pandemic, and war."

Ceremony

The Nonino Prizes 2022 were awarded yesterday at the Nonino Distillery in Ronchi di Percoto
(Udine). This year’s edition was number 45 “+ two”: the prize, in fact, has come back in presence
after the postponements of 2020 and 2021.

With David Almond, the winner of the International Prize, the awards were given to
philosophers Nancy Fraser and Mauro Ceruti (Masters of our Time) and to the Cultural Foster
Care project of the social enterprise Con i Bambini (Risit d’Aur Gold Vine-shoot)

The jury of the Prize, presided by Antonio Damasio, is composed by Adonis, Suad Amiry, John
Banville, Peter Brook, Luca Cendali, Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, James Lovelock, Claudio
Magris, Norman Manea and Edgar Morin.
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TERZAPAGINA | #

La festa Consegnati i riconoscimenti a David Almond, Nancy Fraser, Mauro Ceruti e al progetio Affido Culturale

[ vincitori (e maestri) del Nonino:
coltivare la speranza in tempi bui

— di Marisa Fumagalli
Cerimonia
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