


Cocktail with Nonino Grappa 
Friulian Barlady Ranked First in Italy  
Udine native Angela Tion outshines over a hundred industry colleagues 
The 35-year-old took part in the fourth stage of the mixology workshop 

They say the art of winning is learned through defeat. But Angela Tion chose a different path: 
winning right away, without setbacks. Indeed, the barlady from Udine triumphed in her very first 
national competition, leaving behind no fewer than 104 competitors. 

A true triumph for this 35-year-old woman who brought the flag of Udine to the top of the podium 
at “Baritalia 2025.” As mentioned, over 100 professionals participated in the fourth stage of the 
2025 edition of the traveling mixology workshop, which made a stop in Turin. 

This year’s competition theme was “Back to Basics,” a kind of return to the roots of the craft, 
focused on three key elements: rediscovering essential drinks, enhancing ingredients, and 
showcasing the bartender’s sense of hospitality. 

Angela Tion won over the ten judges by presenting a cocktail based on Nonino grappa. Although 
she competed second overall, her cocktail left a lasting impression on both mind and palate. In the 
end, the judges’ scores crowned Angela as the winner of the event—a victory that was, in many 
ways, quite sensational. 

“I was at my first competition,” Tion confides, “and I was up against seasoned professionals, all 
used to events like this. I hoped for a decent placement, but I certainly didn’t expect to take first 
place,” admitted the 35-year-old. “Feelings? I worked hard on my cocktail, and clearly this result 
is a great springboard to keep going.” 

For Tion, this was just the beginning of her journey in competitions of this kind. The profession of 
barlady (the female version of barman, meaning a woman specialized in preparing and serving 
drinks, especially cocktails and long drinks) is anything but simple. It requires technique and 
knowledge of materials. “I completed a Mixologist course, and now I’m going to take a Flair 
course.” 

Angela works between Udine, Lignano (at La Baja del Mar), and Pordenone. This is her world, this 
is her passion. And now, it has truly broken boundaries, placing her among the best in the field 
nationwide. 


