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CULTURE AND TERRITORY 
 

The Nonino Prize focuses on internationality and becomes biennial 
 
The Nonino Prize becomes biennial and more international. The announcement by the queens of 
grappa, Antonella, Cristina, and Elisabetta Nonino with doyenne Giannola, together with the Jury 
of the Prize. «The next edition of the Nonino Prize in Friuli will be held on January 30, 2027, at 
the Nonino Distilleries in Ronchi di Percoto (Udine), a special edition, conceived to tell with even 
more force the link between culture, territory, and entrepreneurial vision of our Family». 

A time of novelties, therefore, for the international acknowledgement established over half a 
century ago by Giannola and Benito Nonino for the enhancement of the rural civilization and to 
save native Friulian vine varieties from extinction, later expanded to include the literary and 
international sections. The new biennial dimension will allow the Prize to further internationalize, 
with events and dialogues organized in the most important institutions in European and world 
capitals, starting in Paris in 2026, a moment of international meeting and communication with 
members of the Jury and prize-winners, to explore issues concerning respect for the earth and 
humanity, in a constantly evolving world. A choice, always in line with and in honor of Benito 
Nonino, who passed away on July 8, 2024, which comes from the desire to offer the Prize more 
time for listening and maturation, fully consistent with the principles that have always guided the 
Nonino family and the Company (elected Best Distillery in the World, Spirit Brand/Distillery of 
the Year in San Francisco in 2020): quality, depth and long term vision are the values shared with 
the prestigious international jury chaired by Antonio Damasio and composed by Adonis, Suad 
Amiry, John Banville, Luca Cendali, Mauro Ceruti, Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf, Claudio Magris, 
Norman Manea, and Edgar Morin. We recall that the Nonino Prize in over 50 years has awarded 
winemakers, writers, intellectuals, philosophers, thinkers, and scientists anticipating the Nobel 
Prize six times: Rigoberta Menchù, V.S. Naipaul, Tomas Tranströmer, Mo Yan, Peter Higgs, 
Giorgio Parisi. With the changes announced, the Prize preserves its essence anyway: it will continue 
to celebrate authentic creativity, and the pursuit of quality while respecting the original values of 
the Prize. Quoting Ermanno Olmi: «an invitation to meditate on our duties and responsibilities 
towards the earth and towards humanity, especially for the benefit of future generations». 
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Photo legend 
The Nonino family with the jury and last year’s prize-winners in the distillery in Ronchi di Percoto 
 


