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Evolutions The acknowledgement extends its international dimension: appointment in 12 months 
with a special edition: «Culture and territory even more united» 
 
Biennial frequency and global tour. The Nonino Prize grows 
by Marisa Fumagalli 
 
Pioneer 
Above: The founder of the Prize, Benito Nonino (1933-2024). Right: the latest edition of the Prize 
in Ronchi di Percoto (Udine) 
 
The Nonino Prize becomes biennial and more international: a new era for excellence. 
 
The Nonino Prize relaunches, it increases its international dimension and becomes biennial. The 
next edition will be held on January 30, 2027, in Ronchi di Percoto (Udine) at the Nonino 
Distilleries. It will be a special edition, conceived to tell with even more force the link between 
culture, territory, and entrepreneurial vision of our Family,” declare Giannola, Antonella, Cristina, 
and Elisabetta Nonino together with the Jury of the Prize. But the new frequency goes along with 
the scheduling of dialogues and events in the most important European and World institutions. 
starting in Paris in 2026, where members of the Jury and prize-winners will explore issues 
concerning respect for the earth and humanity, in a constantly evolving world. In the name of 
Benito Nonino (1933-2024) and of the recognized excellence that the brand has always symbolized 
and exported (in 2020, in San Francisco, the Nonino Company was elected best distillery in the 
world). 
The new course does not change the essence: the Nonino continues to celebrate authentic 
creativity, and the pursuit of quality while respecting the original values of the Prize. "An invitation 
to meditate on our duties and responsibilities towards the earth and towards humanity, especially 
for the benefit of future generations, said Ermanno Olmi (1931-2018), former member of the jury. 
Which, over time, has gathered personalities as Mario Soldati, Father David Maria Turolde, Luigi 
Veronelli, Gianno Brera, Mario Rigoni Stern, Jorge Amado, Peter Brook, Emmanuel LeRoy 
Laduria, Natalia Ginzburg, Claudio Magris, V.S. Naipaul, James Lovelock, Adonis, Antonio 
Damasio, Edgar Morin, John Banville, Fabiola Gianotti, Giorgio Agamben and Amin Maalouf. 
Some of them are still members of the jury now chaired by Antonio Damasio and composed of 
Adonis, Suad Amiry, John Banville, Luca Cendali, Mauro Ceruti, Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf, 
Claudio Magris, Norman Manea, and Edgar Morin. In over 50 years it has awarded winemakers, 
writers, intellectuals, philosophers, thinkers, and scientists from all over the world, anticipating the 
Nobel Prize six times. Awarded to Rigoberta Menchù (Nonino Prize 1988, Nobel Prize 1992), V.S. 
Naipaul (Nonino Prize 1993, Nobel Prize 2001) 
Tomas Tranströmer (Nonino Prize 2004, Nobel Prize 2011), Mo Yan (Nonino Prize 2005, Nobel 
Prize 2012), Peter Higgs (Nonino Prize 2013, Nobel Prize 2013), Giorgio Parisi (Nonino Prize 
2005, Nobel Prize 2021). 
The history of the Nonino Prize, since its beginning, is linked to the land. On November 29, with 
the aim of “stimulating, rewarding, and having the ancient native Friulian vine varieties officially 
recognized”, thus preserving the biodiversity of the territory, they established the Nonino Risit 
d'Aur Prize – Gold Vine-shoot. In 1977, it was expanded with the Nonino Prize for Literature, 
which from 1984 onwards was completed with the International Section. And on January 25, 1997, 
at the 22nd edition of the Nonino Prize, Altan's book Ben, Noah’s Fourth Son was presented, a 
graphic novel that tells the saga of the Nonino family and their founder Benito. On January 25, 
2025, The Nonino Prize celebrated its 50th anniversary. 


