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The Nonino effect influences Vinitaly 
 
There was a time when grappa was a matter of proud looks, roots planted in the Friulian soil, and 
austere dignity. We remember that powerful black and white, that family photo taken by Oliviero 
Toscani: a still image that elevated Nonino Grappa to the Olympus of spirits. 
 
Tuesday April 16, 2026 
 
Photo caption - On the left, Oliviero Toscani's famous photo of the Nonino family; on the right, 
Altan's poster at the distillery stand at Vinitaly. 
 

A true journey of emotions at the stand of the Friulian distillery  
Giannola welcomes guests and talks about her land with enthusiasm 
 
The Nonino effect in Verona: from the artist's shot to the joy of master Altan 
 
Gianni Moriani 
 
There was a time when Grappa was a matter of proud gazes, roots planted in the Friulian soil, and 
austere dignity. We all remember it, that powerful black and white, that family photo taken by 
Oliviero Toscani: a still image that elevated Nonino Grappa to the Olympus of global spirits, 
transforming a peasant product into an icon of elegance and national pride. But at the Nonino 
Distillery, time does not flow to age: it flows to renew. Those who frequent major wine fairs know 
that the exception proves the rule: the rule is the ritual of the product displayed as if it were already 
a classic before even being tasted. I visited twelve stands at Vinitaly 2026. Eleven were predictable: 
beautiful bottles, thoughtful lighting, smiling hostesses, familiar messages. Then came the twelfth. 
Entering the Nonino stand was like stepping through a mirror. If Toscani had immortalized the 
legend, Altan brought it to life. The new poster behind the bar counter is an explosion of color, a 
boisterous and cheerful chorus of figures raising their glasses with joyful ease. It is the celebration 
of the spirit's docility, which no longer inspires awe but invites people to dance. It is Grappa 
transformed into mixology, which is blended, and becomes the soul of innovative cocktails without 
losing an ounce of its nobility. 
 
A WHIRL OF WOMEN AND PASSIONS 
But the true wonder is not on the walls; it is in the air, electric and scented with botanicals. As soon 
as you step inside, you are swallowed into Cristina's vortex of enthusiasm. Her energy is contagious, 
a raging river that draws you to discover new flavor nuances, explaining how the Aperitivo 
BotanicalDrink can rewrite the rules of Italian taste. It is difficult to know where genuine 
enthusiasm ends and the expert construction of the experience begins, but this very ambiguity lies 
at the heart of the strength of the stand. Together with her, Antonella's expert craftsmanship acts 
as a compass: every secret of artisanal distillation is revealed in a captivating tone, conveying a full 
sense of authenticity. And then there is the composure of Elisabetta, now CEO of the Distillery, 
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who with a keen eye and masterful balance coordinates this complex dream machine, ensuring that 
every drop of spirit carries with it the rigor of absolute quality. 
 
GIANNOLA'S MAGNETISM 
Yet, above this splendid family cogwheel, she reigns supreme: Giannola. To call her a legend would 
be an understatement; she is a living magnet. Watching Giannola Nonino welcome guests and tell 
them about her homeland is an experience that reconnects you with the world. Forget the 
"storytelling" made up by marketing agencies. Here, the pretense, if any, is indistinguishable from 
enthusiasm. There is a charge of energy that seems to spring directly from the Friulian soil. 
Giannola is the beating heart, the spark that lit the fire of Grappa Monovitigno and today fuels the 
flame of mindful mixology. Her charisma doesn't overwhelm, but uplifts. She conveys that joie de 
vivre that perfectly embodies Altan's traits: an invitation to be together, to toast with awareness, to 
rediscover the pleasure of a true encounter. 
 
BE BRAVE, MIX GRAPPA! 
The message of this Vinitaly is clear: #BeBraveMixGrappa. The Nonino revolution is complete. It 
is no longer just a meditation spirit to sip from an armchair, but the protagonist of a rediscovered 
sociality. It is the Amaro Quintessentia that reinvents the great classics, challenging bartenders 
around the world to be bold. Leaving the stand, a feeling of fulfillment remains. The Nonino family 
doesn't just sell liqueurs; they spread a philosophy of resistance to boredom. If Toscani had taught 
us who they were, Altan and the magnetic presence of these women show us the path to follow: a 
people who know how to drink well, who know how to laugh heartily, and who aren't afraid to mix 
tradition with the purest joy. This is more than just a company: it is a living laboratory of meaning, 
where tradition and invention continue to intertwine. And maybe it is precisely in this unstable 
balance, between authenticity and representation, that what remains with us as we leave the stand 
is ignited: not just a taste, but a way of being together. — 


