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Monday With artists, politicians and writers 
 

Paris celebrates half a century of the «Nonino» 
 
From our correspondent Stefano Montefiori 
 
PARIS An extraordinary event on Monday at Hôtel de Galliffet, on Rue de Varenne, home of the 
Italian Institute of Culture in Paris. To celebrate over fifty years of the Nonino Prize, extraordinary 
figures such as the 104-year-old philosopher Edgar Morin, former Prime Minister and likely 
presidential candidate Dominique de Villepin, writer and perpetual secretary of the Académie 
française Amin Maalouf, poet Adonis, architect Suad Amiry, poet Jorie Graham, filmmaker Ariane 
Mnouchkine, and economist Silvia Pérez-Vitoria, all Nonino Prize winners in past years, will gather 
to discuss about «respect for the Earth and humanity». 

A meeting promoted by President Giannola Nonino with her daughters Antonella, Cristina, 
and Elisabetta, who chose Paris to present a book on the half-century of the Prize. «When 
Antonella and Elisabetta entered my little office at the Hôtel de Galliffet, where Charles-Maurice 
de Talleyrand, the fearful Foreign Minister of the French Republic, once worked - Antonio Calbi, 
director of the Institute of Culture, writes in the preface - a spark flew; we recognized each other 
as being made of the same substance. (...) We had to create an event that would remain in the 
memory, and we had to print in record time the volume that represents a family album, a wonderful 
and diverse extended family, their public album that nevertheless intertwines with their private 
one». 

The volume features contributions from great personalities of the past, such as Lévi-Strauss, 
who won the prize in 1986: «In my life, I have traveled extensively, due to my profession, to very 
distant countries, but I must say that no trip has seemed more exotic to me than the one I took to 
Percoto (where the Noninos are originally from), a small town where an intense intellectual life 
reigns, perhaps unlike any other in the world». But the meeting will also be an opportunity to 
witness a dialogue between some of the great personalities of the present. 

Edgar Morin, born in 1921 and recent author of Semi di Saggezza (Raffaello Cortina) and Y at-
il des leçons de l'histoire? (Denoél), in an interview with «Le Monde» a few weeks ago, recalled the 
possibility that the Rassemblement national (with Marine Le Pen or Jordan Bardella) might 
conquer the Elysée next year, and he brought Dominique de Villepin into question: «Humanists 
should get in touch with each other and unite. Dominique de Villepin, anyway, has launched his 
own movement, La France humaniste. In this turbulent period, it would be appropriate to broaden 
and strengthen this initiative, in order to forge alliances that might extend from Villepin to François 
Ruffin and many others. But I believe that, first of all, it is necessary to redefine what I call a 
regenerated humanism». 

In a recent interview with Corriere della Sera, Dominique de Villepin, for his part, evoked the 
need for «a new sovereignty pact, a sort of European Security Council composed of key countries 
that do not want to be reduced to vassals of the United States». At the Nonino Prize event, on 
Monday at the Paris Cultural Institute, there will be the discussion about the different visions of 
the future for Europe and the world. 


