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The courage of beauty 
The Nonino Prize celebrates its fiftieth anniversary in Paris 
 
Writers, diplomats, and poets at the Italian Institute of Culture to commemorate Benito and 
Giannola’s undertaking. 
 
Giovanni Tomasin  
Reporter From Paris 
 
International turning point 
 
Fifty years of history and History. A look at the wonderful tapestry of cultures and individual lives 
gathered on Monday at the Italian Institute of Culture in Paris to celebrate the first half-century of the 
Nonino Prize is enough to grasp the uniqueness of the prize established by Benito and Giannola 
Nonino: a blend of Europe and the Mediterranean, poetry, literature, theater, architecture, and science. 
Because, as the French-Lebanese writer Amin Maalouf aptly summarized, «There are many cultural 
prizes in the world, but there is only one Nonino Prize».  
The director of the Parisian IIC, Antonio Calbi, leads the way, moderating the debate in the august 
hall on Rue Varenne, handing over the role of host to the unstoppable charisma of Giannola Nonino, 
present together with her daughters Antonella, Cristina, and Elisabetta, the heart and soul, with her, 
of the event. From the stage, Giannola recalls that time over fifty years ago, when she and her husband 
Benito embarked on a battle to save the ancient traditional Friulian vine varieties, an undertaking that 
led to the founding of the Nonino Rist d'Aur Prize – Gold Vine-shoot: «To highlight the importance 
of that wonderful thing that is rural civilization, respecting people and the land». Even when the 
Nonino Prize changed from a "technical" prize to a literary one, the founding values remained the 
same and—Giannola continues—they stand out «when reading the list of names of the winners»: 
names that six times over the decades have preceded those of Nobel Prize winners. 
Edgar Morin, at the age of 104 probably the last great representative of the French philosophy of the 
second half of the twentieth century, is unable to attend due to recent hospitalization. However, his 
thought, particularly his rejection of reductionism in favor of the complexity of reality, inspires the 
reflections of the event. The floor then passes to Adonis, a Syrian poet and perhaps the most influential 
Arab intellectual of the present day, who declares his "admiration" for the Nonino family and recites 
his verses in their honor.  
The microphone then passes to Suad Amiry. A Palestinian writer and architect, who was instrumental 
in cataloging Palestine's architectural heritage, which encompasses over 50,000 buildings. A heritage 
endangered by war, and not just today, she warns: «Israel has been attacking Palestinian architectural 
heritage since 1948. Between 1948 and 1953, 420 villages were destroyed. Because cultural heritage 
is identity. The good thing is that we Palestinians never give up».  
Amin Maalouf, writer, journalist, and perpetual secretary of the Académie française, places the 
uniqueness of the prize in its context: «Receiving the Nonino is like becoming part of this wonderful 
family. And so, one has the feeling of belonging a little to Italy, or rather, to civilization. I am in love 
with the history of this beautiful nation. It is an incredible story, because there are few countries in 
the world that have consistently contributed to civilization for over two thousand years. And when 
we talk about openness, tolerance, and fraternity, there is a fundamental step, somewhat forgotten 
today, but essential to me. It happened eighteen centuries ago. When a Roman emperor, born in what 
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is now France, in 212 announced that all the subjects of the Roman Empire would become Roman 
citizens. I believe that, for eighteen centuries, no empire has taken such a radical, humanistic, and 
fundamental decision for the future».  
Ariane Mnouchkine, founder of the Théâtre du Soleil, recalls her experience at the Prize: «This is the 
courage of culture. The courage of beauty. The art of living». The Nonino "technical" prize winners 
come next, the "emissary of the Pignolo vine variety", Ben Little, an Irishman transplanted to Friuli, 
and economist Silvia Pérez-Vitoria. Naybet Garcia and Johnny Gomez, members of the Manos 
Blancas choir, which the Nonino family established in Friuli Venezia Giulia in 2010, come from 
Venezuela.  
Diplomat, politician, and writer Dominique de Villepin closes the interventions, calling the Prize 
Unique of its kind and "a small marvel". And the summary of this marvel is now available in the form 
of a book, edited by Antonella Nonino, which traces these fifty years, the golden anniversary of 
grappa and culture. 
 
THE BOOK 
The first half-century of the prize, which managed to anticipate the Nobel Prize six times, is now 
retraced in a book edited by Antonella, one of the daughters of the grappa dynasty that has turned 
Percoto into an international center. 
 
Photo legend 
The hall of Rue Varenne and Giannola Nonino with her daughter Antonella 


