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Nonino Prize 
50 Years of Well Distilled Culture 
 
Take the vine, one of the oldest plants in our not only natural landscape, but also social, 
anthropological, and economic. It is a plant that grows by twisting around something else, a reed 
stalk, the slender trunk of another shrub, or by stretching over a pergola. Vines are individual plants 
and yet they create something that is a whole, stretching in long rows, creating one of the most 
beautiful geographies of cultivation, with their orderly and harmonious progression, following the 
slopes of hills or climbing the steep mountainsides, or creating textures in plains and lowlands. 

In his latest book, psychoanalyst Massimo Ammaniti reveals the praise of shyness, and in a 
world where the powerful compete to see who the biggest bully can be, being discreet, measured, 
and shy takes on a renewed value. We must have the courage to swim against the current, like 
salmons swimming up the tumultuous waters of rivers and streams, not to submit to conformism, 
to fashion, and to never consider ourselves "mass." In a script by French playwright Nathalie Fillon, 
the protagonist declares at a certain point: "Being unique is the only thing that unites us". In a 
world of synthetic materials, artifices, simulacra, long-distance relationships, and an increasingly 
digital, intangible, and anesthetized, relationships among people - the real, full, and pure ones, the 
ones that need to be "cultivated" - acquire a power they probably have never had before. 

The Nonino family embodies, vividly and profoundly, the finest values that have always made 
Italy great: boldness and passion, vision and practicality, a connection to the land, respect for the 
environment, attention to tradition, a gaze toward the future while living fully in the present. The 
Noninos fully embody that "know-how" that stems from wisdom that is not only pragmatic but 
also, and above all, ethical, from the respect for the past and the moderation of one's actions today. 
The relentless pursuit of quality, the drive to innovate while respecting the roots, intellectual 
honesty in what one does, generosity, moral rigor, fairness and loyalty, passion and determination, 
the joy of living, the pleasure that comes from doing one's job well: these are the values that inspire 
the family in its business. 
The Noninos best embody the authentic Italian family, deeply rooted in the land and its history, 
who created a company admired worldwide. Their goal is not profit and earnings, which however 
must be achieved, but rather, first and foremost, quality and innovation, research and 
experimentation, the revival of lost vine varieties and ancient distillation techniques, vine by vine, 
refined to produce unique, high-quality grappas that preserve the aromas of their original vine 
varieties. From the glass and copper stills to the casks made of the most suitable woods for aging, 
to the phials in which grappa is sold, blown by master glassmakers such as Venini, Riedel, and 
Baccarat, right down to the beautiful logo: a veritable hieroglyph conveying an essential, pure, even 
poetic beauty. Ultra-modern and yet so ancient, ancestral, and esoteric. With the Noninos, thanks 
to their boldness, the grappa coming from Cinderella distillates has conquered the highest peaks, 
asserting their specificity and uniqueness.  

Such a culture, where diverse elements are blended and distilled, could only spread like 
wildfire, touching every aspect of the human comedy. The Nonino Prize was created precisely to 
encourage those who, like the Noninos, were committed to researching native vine varieties, driven 
by the same passion: to pass on to new generations a "culture" and a "cultivation" that originated 
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centuries, if not millennia, back. From that first step and that first mission, it was a natural 
progression to make the Nonino Prize a recognition for those who distinguished themselves in their 
respective fields. Like a graft that gives life to a new plant, a new fruit, the Nonino Prize has 
expanded to all fields of knowledge and human creativity, annually awarding the undisputed 
protagonists of the cultural scene. But do not think of them as predictable and ordinary names 
from the mainstream. As in the search and preservation of secluded, forgotten, and vanished vine 
varieties, the names carefully selected year after year are those who share with the Nonino family 
the purest values of wisdom, practice, and human creativity, the wisdom characteristic of rural 
culture and of the good father and mother of a family. So, here there are the prize winners of half 
a century, a mix of writers, poets, scientists, directors, artists, composers, conductors, architects, 
philosophers, anthropologists, sociologists, dancers, chefs, economists, and even politicians (those 
still in good health), coming from every continent. 
 
REPRODUCTION RESERVED 
 
THE EVENT 
Big celebration at the IIC in Paris 
 
Tomorrow at 18:00 (6:00 pm) at the Italian Institute of Culture in Paris, an exceptional event will 
mark the 50th anniversary of the Nonino Prize, the values that inspire and guide it. The event will 
be attended by prestigious figures from the intellectual world, including Adonis, Suad Amiry, 
Dominique de Villepin, Jorie Graham, Amin Maalouf, Ariane Mnouchkine, and Edgar Morin. The 
prize has managed to successfully convey, with an authentic message, the values of quality, respect 
for the land, for people, and for craftsmanship. The event will feature a preview of the volume 
edited by Antonella Nonino, which brings together texts and images to retrace Fifty Years of the 
Prize. Here below we publish an excerpt from the introduction by Antonio Calbi, director of the 
Italian Institute of Culture in Paris. 
 
 


