






Georg Lux – Helmuth Weichselbraun 

Along the Alpe-Adria cycle route from Villach to Grado 

Secret places and surprising discoveries along the way 

 

THE GRAPPA REVOLUTION 

One thing is certain: this is how peasant grappa has transformed into a fine distillate with an 
unmistakable character. 

A grappa for Dad! This is a banal joke. But when it comes to the Nonino Grappa distillery, 
located in Percoto near Udine, the joke can be toned down a bit and made more contemporary, 
appropriate for the 21st century: a grappa for Dad—and the bottle for Mom! Because the Nonino 
company is firmly in female hands. The family company, now in its sixth generation, is run by 
sisters Cristina, Antonella, and Elisabetta Nonino. 

They are carrying on the work begun by their parents, Benito and Giannola Nonino, with a great 
spirit of innovation and high-quality standards. The successful story began in 1973 when the 
couple deliberately distilled the pomace of a single vine variety for the first time. Until then, 
grappa was simply a byproduct of winemaking, obtained indiscriminately from all the leftovers, 
therefore simple peasant grappa from Northern Italy. 

Benito and Giannola Nonino's idea permanently changed the quality and thus the perception of 
grappa. The peasant distillate has become a premium spirit with a strong character, a distinct 
aromatic profile, and a protected designation of origin (only an Italian pomace distillate can be 
called grappa). The company pioneered this development, and producers throughout Northern 
Italy benefited from this. Today, Nonino is considered the most famous grappa distillery in the 
world. Nonino distillates are currently found in bars around the world and are considered on par 
with cognac and whisky. The selection is wide, ranging from the "classic" single-varietal grappa 
to distillates aged in special oak barriques. 

And we are lucky: Borgo Nonino, located near the distillery at Via Camillo Benso Conte di 
Cavour 2 in Persereano, is directly on the Alpe Adria cycle route. Guided tours and tastings are 
available by reservation. There is also a retail store, of course. 

Captions:  

Women in Power: The Nonino Sisters with Giannola, their mother 

World-renowned made in Friuli: Nonino distillates are requested internationally. 


